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EMERGENCY PRESCRIPTION REFILLS (MANNING G) Regarding emergency
prescription refills.
Current Status: 6/16/2021 - Senate Health, (First Hearing)

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-37

OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNOR'S AND HEALTH ORDERS (WIGGAM S, EDWARDS J) To
establish legislative oversight of the Governor's executive orders, certain public health
orders, and emergency rules, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.
Current Status: 2/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House State and
Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page. https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-90

OPERATING BUDGET (OELSLAGER S) To make operating appropriations for the
biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.
Current Status: 7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-110

TELEHEALTH SERVICES (FRAIZER M, HOLMES A) To establish and modify requirements
regarding the provision of telehealth services.

Current Status: 4/21/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-122

PROHIBIT CERTAIN HEALTH INSURANCE COST-SHARING PRACTICES
(MANCHESTER S, WEST T) To prohibit certain health insurance cost-sharing practices.

Current Status: 3/16/2021 - REPORTED OUT, House Health, (Third Hearing)

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-135

MEDICAID COVERAGE OF CHIROPRATIC SERVICES (LIPPS S) Regarding Medicaid
coverage of chiropractic services.
Current Status: 6/2/2021 - Senate Health, (Second Hearing)

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-136

SCOPE OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (BALDRIDGE B) To amend the version of
section 4765.11 of the Revised Code that is scheduled to take effect October 9, 2021,
regarding the scope of emergency medical services provided by emergency medical service
personnel.

Current Status: 6/23/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health
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State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-138

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, MEDICATION SWITCHING (LISTON B, CARRUTHERS
S) Regarding prescription drugs and medication switching.
Current Status: 6/16/2021 - House Insurance, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-153

HEALTH CARE COST ESTIMATES (HOLMES A) Regarding the provision of health care
cost estimates.
Current Status: 3/10/2021 - House Insurance, (First Hearing)

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-160

PROHIBIT MANDATORY NURSE OVERTIME (CUTRONA A, SWEENEY B) To prohibit a
hospital from requiring a nurse to work overtime as a condition of continued employment.
Current Status: 6/16/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-163

REVISE ATHLETIC TRAINING LAWS (CARFAGNA R, HALL T) To revise the law
governing the practice of athletic training and to amend the versions of sections 4731.22,
4755.62, and 4755.64 of the Revised Code that are scheduled to take effect on October 9,
2021, to continue the changes to those sections on and after that date.
Current Status: 6/2/2021 - Senate Health, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-176

ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTIONS, SCHEDULE II SUBSTANCES (CUTRONA A, PAVLIGA
G) Regarding electronic prescriptions and schedule II controlled substances.

Current Status: 6/28/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-193

REGULATE SURGICAL ASSISTANTS (KELLY B, CARRUTHERS S) To regulate the
practice of surgical assistants.
Current Status: 5/11/2021 - House Health, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-196

REQUIRE OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE IF EXPERIENCED IN OTHER STATE (POWELL

J) To require an occupational licensing authority to issue a license or government

certification to an applicant who holds a license, government certification, or private

certification or has satisfactory work experience in another state under certain

circumstances and to amend the version of section 3319.22 of the Revised Code that is

scheduled to take effect on April 12, 2023, to continue the changes on and after that date.
Current Status: 6/9/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House State and Local

Government, (Third Hearing)
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State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-203

BETTER ACCESS, BETTER CARE ACT (BRINKMAN T, GROSS J) To modify the laws
governing the practice of advanced practice registered nurses and to designate these
provisions as the Better Access, Better Care Act.
Current Status: 3/23/2021 - Referred to Committee House Health
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-221

SPECIFY THAT CERTAIN HOSPITAL NONPROFITS ARE SEPARATE ENTITIES
(WILKIN S, UPCHURCH T) To specify that a nonprofit formed or acquired by a county
hospital or joint township district hospital is a separate entity from the hospital.
Current Status: 7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-222

REVISE ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANT LAWS (SWEARINGEN D, PLUMMER P) To
revise the law governing the practice of anesthesiologist assistants.

Current Status: 5/25/2021 - Referred to Committee House Health

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-318

HEALTH PLAN ISSUERS, MEDICAID, PHARMACIES, CANCER DRUGS (LIPPS S,
WEST T) To impose requirements relating to health plan issuers, Medicaid, pharmacies,
and cancer drugs.
Current Status: 6/10/2021 - Referred to Committee House Insurance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-HB-336

NURSE LICENSURE COMPACT (ROEGNER K) To enter into the Nurse Licensure
Compact.
Current Status: 7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-3

PHYSICAL THERAPY LICENSURE COMPACT (ROEGNER K, BLESSING III L) To enter
into the Physical Therapy Licensure Compact.
Current Status: 3/31/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 6/30/21
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-5

MEDICAL LICENSURE COMPACT (ROEGNER K, HUFFMAN S) To enter into the
Interstate Medical Licensure Compact.
Current Status: 7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-6
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SB22 LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS (JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R) To
establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by
establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and Advisory Committee.

Current Status: 3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides
Veto, Vote 62-35

State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-22

SB129 PROHIBIT MANDATORY OVERTIME-NURSES (SCHAFFER T, ANTONIO N) To prohibit
a hospital from requiring a nurse to work overtime as a condition of continued
employment.

Current Status: 3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-129

SB131 LICENSURE RECIPROCITY (ROEGNER K, MCCOLLEY R) To require an occupational
licensing authority to issue a license or government certification to an applicant who holds
a license, government certification, or private certification or has satisfactory work
experience in another state under certain circumstances and to amend the version of
section 3319.22 of the Revised Code that is scheduled to take effect on April 12, 2023, to
continue the changes on and after that date.
Current Status: 5/26/2021 - Senate Workforce and Higher Education, (Second
Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-131

SB150 NONCOMPETE PROVISIONS-PHYSICIANS (JOHNSON T, WILLIAMS S) To prohibit the
use of noncompete provisions in physician employment contracts.
Current Status: 5/12/2021 - Senate Small Business and Economic Opportunity,
(Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA134-SB-150

BALLOT ISSUES

Attorney General Dave Yost Wednesday certified a revised petition for a proposed constitutional
amendment known as the "Nursing Facility Patients' Bill of Rights." Also known as Carolyn's
Law, the proposal would require the Ohio Department of Health to establish a number of
regulations regarding health facilities, including requirements setting a minimum of
nurses/certified nursing assistant staff ratio to patients at nursing, skilled nursing and
rehabilitation facilities.

FY22-23 BUDGET

The Conference Committee on HB110, the operating budget for FY22-23, reported its
recommendations out unanimously late Monday afternoon, having gone through 400+ pages of
differences and nearly 200 amendments in just under two hours. Besides "almost entirely"
restoring the House's Fair School Funding Plan, according to Conference Committee Chairman
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Rep. Scott Oelslager (R-North Canton), the committee addressed a wide range of topics, many of
them controversial and many not so, such as the provision making Juneteenth a state holiday.

The bill went on to passage by large, bipartisan majorities in both chambers. The final
compromise that revived much of the Cupp-Patterson school funding plan propelled the new
operating budget to wide bipartisan approval Monday in the Senate, where senators also cheered
brownfield remediation, broadband expansion, post-partum health care coverage and other
provisions of HB110. The House saw overwhelming support on the conference committee report
for HB110, adopting it by a vote of 82-13, with most votes against it coming from Democrats,
who said they felt the budget doesn't go far enough to help Ohioans who are still struggling. Rep.
Bill Dean (R-Xenia) was the lone Republican vote against the bill.

Ahead of the governor’s signing of the state budget, legislative Democrats asked him to veto
several items, including a tax cut they said would primarily benefit the wealthy and further
restrictions on abortion clinic operations. Voting rights groups also asked him to veto voting-
related language.

Gov. Mike DeWine signed the biennial budget bill, HB110 (Oelslager), early in the morning of
Thursday, July 1, after receiving the budget bill around 7 p.m. Wednesday. He issued 14 line-
item vetoes, a relatively low number. The vetoes removed Medicaid rates from state law, axed
language on lawmaker intervention in lawsuits filed by the executive branch and eliminated a
provision voiding penalties businesses incurred for violation COVID-19 restrictions.

Gov. Mike DeWine, Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, key legislators and other officials gathered Thursday
to celebrate the newly signed FY22-23 biennial budget touting its focus on children, economic
development, public safety and the environment among other areas. The governor also
elaborated on some of his reasoning behind line-item vetoes that struck language in 14 topics.
"This budget speaks to what pulls us together," said DeWine, noting the large, bipartisan
majorities that voted for the final version of HB110 (Oelslager) earlier this week.

Ignoring line-item veto requests from Democrats, LGBTQ advocates and reproductive rights
supporters, Gov. Mike DeWine signed a budget that further restricts abortion clinics and allows
medical providers to deny health care services to patients based on religious beliefs. Under
HB110 (Oelslager), ambulatory surgical facilities (ASF) with a variance must have a relationship
with a consulting physician with admitting privileges within 25 miles of the ASF. The consulting
physician also must practice clinical medicine within 25 miles of the ASF.

ELECTIONS 2021

Rep. Stephanie Howse (D-Cleveland) is launched a campaign for Cleveland City Council's Ward
7 on Thursday. Howse will be unable to run for re-election next year to her House seat due to
term limits.

Cuyahoga County Councilwoman Shontel Brown received the endorsement of former
Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton and U.S. Rep. James Clyburn (D-SC) in her bid
for the Democratic nomination for the 11th Congressional District.



The following endorsements were made over the week:

- The congressional campaign of Allison Russo announced the endorsement of U.S. Sen. Sherrod
Brown (D-OH).

- The congressional campaign of Bob Peterson announced the endorsements of Morgan County
Auditor Gary Woodward, Morgan County Engineer Stevan Hook, Morgan County Recorder
Melissa Hivnor, Morgan County Treasurer Randy Williams, former Ohio Department of
Veterans Services Director Tom Moe, former Fairfield County Sheriff Dave Phalen; former
Lancaster Police Chief Dave Bailey; former Lancaster Council President Bob Hedges; and
former Lancaster School Superintendent Steve Wigton

ELECTIONS 2022

J.D. Vance, author of Hillbilly Elegy, scheduled an event Thursday night to announce his
candidate for the U.S. Senate seat held by U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH), who is not running
for re-election.

The following endorsements were made over the week:

- The gubernatorial campaign of Nan Whaley announced the endorsement of the Ohio State
Council of Machinists.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE

The House Friday approved Senate amendments to a bill that would use federal stimulus money
to pay off the state's unemployment compensation debt and that also includes the distribution of
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act money to local governments including townships. The $422
million for local governments including townships and villages had been approved by the House
on Thursday as part of SB111 (Blessing-Brenner), but House Republicans also included
language on mandatory vaccine requirements for public and private entities, to which the Senate
balked. Instead, the Senate added the ARP funds to HB168 (Fraizer) and sent it back to the
House. Gov. Mike DeWine signed HB168 Tuesday, along with HB75 (Oelslager), the
workersa€™ compensation budget.

The House on Monday appointed Kevin Miller, legislative liaison for the Ohio State Highway
Patrol, as the new member for the 72nd District, replacing the expelled Rep. Larry Householder
(R-Glenford).

Rep. Erica Crawley was selected by Franklin County Democrats to be the next Franklin County
commissioner, replacing Marilyn Brown. House Democrats said they will announce an
application process for Crawleya€™s replacement later this week.



Aside from concurrence on the unemployment and local government funding measure HB168,
Friday’s House session included passage of SB126 (Kunze-Gavarone), an anti-hazing bill; HB22
(LaRe-Wilkin), increasing penalties for failure to follow police orders; SB80 (Gavarone-Cirino),
to include party identification on ballot for some judicial candidates; HCR18 (Schmidt) and
HR57 (Click-Bird), which both urge Congress to keep the U.S. Supreme Court at nine justices;
HB44 (Roemer-Miller), increasing penalties for assaults on sports officials; and concurrence
with Senate amendment to HB75 (Oelslager), the workers’ compensation budget.

Aside from adoption of the biennial budget, Monday’s Senate session included passage of
HB244 (White-Lampton), a military education bill amended to bar COVID-19 vaccination
requirements by public schools and universities; and concurrence with House changes to SB126
(Kunze-Gavarone), an anti-hazing bill; and SB52 (Reineke-McColley), regarding wind and solar
development.

In addition to final budget approval, Monday’s House session included passage of SB52
(Reineke-McColley), regarding wind and solar development; SB19 (Schaffer), regarding wetland
projects; HB95 (Manchester-Lightbody), regarding tax credits for beginning farmers;
concurrence with Senate changes to HB244 (White-Lampton), a military education bill amended
to bar COVID-19 vaccine mandates in public colleges and schools; and rejection of Senate
amendments to HB29 (Wiggam), regarding veterans ID, college athlete naming/image/likeness
rights and sports gambling, and to HB132 (Hillyer-Jones), regarding storage and towing.

GOVERNOR

Gov. Mike DeWine signed numerous bills over the week, including operating budget HB110
(Oelslager), workers’ compensation budget HB75 (Oelslager), and unemployment compensation
debt payoff and local government funding measure HB168 (Fraizer). Other bills signed include
the following;

- HB5 (Manning) creates two pathways to become a Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
II. This type of counselor works with those who have substance use disorders and will help fill
the shortage of these counselors in Ohio.

- HB9 (Koehler) prohibits retailers from selling a drug containing dextromethorphan to anyone
younger than 18 without a prescription. While safe if used appropriately, misuse of it has
increased in recent years among adolescents and young adults.

- HB82 (Cross-Jones) permits parents of high school students to opt them out of the state
administration of the ACT or SAT. In addition, the measure reduces the number of rated
components of the new report card from six to five for the 2021- 2022 school year. Sen. Andrew
Brenner (R-Delaware) introduced companion legislation in the Ohio Senate.

- HB106 (Cross) designates January as Radon Awareness Month in Ohio. The measure is also
known as the Annie Cacciato Act, recognizing an individual diagnosed with lung cancer after
she was exposed to radon at her workplace.



- HB137 (Upchurch-Blackshear), establishes March 29 as Ohio Tuskegee Airmen Day in Ohio.
HB201 (Stephens) prevents local governments from limiting the use of natural gas and propane
and ensures individuals access to distribution services or retail natural gas services. Sens. George
Lang (R-West Chester) and Michael Rulli (RSalem) introduced companion legislation in the
Ohio Senate.

- HB222 (Wilkin-Upchurch) specifies that a nonprofit formed or acquired by a county hospital or
joint township district hospital is a separate entity from the hospital.

- HB252 (White-Plummer) enters Ohio into the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
Interstate Compact that allows professionals to practice under their home state license in member
states.

- SB3 (Roegner) enters Ohio into the Nurse Licensure Compact on Jan. 1, 2023, which allows
nursing professionals to obtain from their home state a multistate license which allows the nurse
to practice in other states who are members of the compact.

- SB6 (Roegner-S. Huffman) allows Ohio to enter into the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact
to help physicians licensed in Ohio get expediated licensure in compact member states.

- SB40 (Schaffer) revises the way cigarettes' wholesale minimum sale price is calculated by
referring to the manufacturer's gross invoice cost as the basis of a wholesaler's cost.

- SB49 (Hottinger-Sykes) establishes a payment assurance program for registered design
professionals, including architects, landscape architects, engineers, and surveyors.

- SB80 (Gavarone-Cirino) requires political party affiliation to be listed on general election
ballots in judicial elections increasing transparency. Reps. DJ Swearingen (R-Huron) and Brian
Stewart (R-Ashville) introduced companion legislation in the Ohio House.

MARIJUANA/HEMP

Proposed changes to the Medical Marijuana Control Program (MMCP) dispensary license
application evaluation were moved to "To Be Refiled (TBR)" status during Friday's Joint
Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR), with Chair Rep. Jamie Callender (R-Concord)
thanking MMCP for their action.

While the number of physicians with certificates to recommend (CTR) medical marijuana has
been stagnant or dropping over the last year, patients are not being significantly affected because
of the State Medical Board of Ohio's (SMBO) coronavirus-related emergency telemedicine rules,
according to state officials. SMBO Chief Compliance Officer Brandi Dorcy told the Ohio
Medical Marijuana Advisory Committee (MMAC) that telemedicine visits have been -- and
currently still are -- permitted for initial visits and for recommendation renewals.



